
n By Kim R. Jessum

In his first public appearance since his retirement from 
the Federal Circuit, former Chief Judge Paul R. Michel spoke 
on June 8 to a packed room of members of the intellectual 
property bar about his plans to become an advocate for legal 
institutions.

 Following an introduction by Chancellor Scott F. Cooper, 
Judge Michel explained that he left so he could be an advocate 
for the federal courts and the U.S. Patent & Trademark Of-
fice (PTO). Judge Michel said he has concluded the economic 

security of the country is being threatened in a way Congress 
has yet to recognize and it is necessary for the U.S. to increase its 
innovation by investing in research and development.

To support his conclusion, Judge Michel explained that the 
U.S. has already lost jobs, revenue and technical leadership to 
foreign entities and, without investments in our own innovation, 
foreign inventive activity will continue to exceed that in the U.S., 
as evidenced by the higher number of patent application filings 
with the PTO by foreign entities than filings by U.S. entities. He 
also stated that the average delay at the PTO is currently at three 
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Civil Gideon
Examined at
July 7 Forum
n By Joseph A. Sullivan

Professor Russell Engler, a national 
expert on access to justice issues and 
the director of clinical programs at the 
New England School of Law, will be the 
keynote speaker at the Wednesday, July 
7 Chancellor’s Forum “Civil Gideon:  
Establishing a Right to Counsel for Low- 
Income Persons in Civil Cases Where 
Basic Human Needs Are at Stake.”

Civil Gideon is a growing national 
movement exploring strategies to provide 
legal counsel, as a matter of right and at 
public expense, to low-income persons 
in adversarial civil proceedings in areas of 
basic human need, such as housing and 
child custody. The term takes its name 
from a landmark U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling from 1963, Gideon v. Wainwright, 
in which the court decided that indigent 
defendants have a constitutional right to 
be represented by an attorney at no charge 
in state criminal cases.

The program, which will be introduced 
by Chancellor Scott F. Cooper, will also 
feature a panel discussion including Cath-
erine C. Carr, executive director of Com-
munity Legal Services, and Joseph A. Sul-
livan, special counsel and director of pro 
bono programs at Pepper Hamilton LLP, 
who are co-chairs of the Association’s Civil 
Gideon Task Force, formed in early 2009 

Registration is now open for the 
Philadelphia Bar Association’s Bench-Bar 
and Annual Conference at the Borgata 
in Atlantic City on Friday and Saturday, 
Oct. 15 and 16.

Attendees can earn as many as 8 CLE 
credits while choosing from 14 different 
programs. There will be presentations 
from the Business Law Section, Crimi-
nal Justice Section, Family Law Section, 
Public Interest Section and Real Property 

Section, along with the Young Lawyers 
Division, Bar-News Media Committee, 
Federal Courts Committee and Profes-
sional Responsibility Committee.

The Bench-Bar and Annual Confer-
ence kicks off with a re-enactment of the 
trial of John Peter Zenger to celebrate 
the 275th anniversary of his defense by 
Andrew Hamilton. The case established 
the concept of freedom of the press and 
coined the term “Philadelphia lawyer.”

The conference will also feature a State 
of the Court Presentation from the top 
judges of the state and city as well as the 
Grand Reception at one of Atlantic City’s 
hottest nightspots.

Register Now for Bench-Bar at Borgata in Oct.

For a pullout guide to the 2010 
Bench-Bar and Annual Confer-
ence, please see Pages 11-14.

Bench-Bar Guide Inside

Retired Federal Circuit Chief Judge Paul R. Michel addresses nearly 200 people at The Union League on June 8.

Nation’s Economic Security
at Risk, Retired Judge Says
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When it comes to your Professional 
Liability Insurance needs, let us  
find you the best policy for the  
best price.

We Make It Easy For You. 
Contact Us Today…

First Professional Brokerage

Contact: Ken Steiner, Insurance Broker
Email: ksteiner@firstpro.biz
Direct Line: 215-769-1120

Professional  
Liability  
Insurance  
for Attorneys

First Class. Professional Service.

Insurance Carriers we do business  
with and their Ratings (A.M Best)

ACE   ........... A+ Liberty ............... A
Arch ........... A Navigators ......... A
Chubb ........ A++ ProAssurance ..... A
Darwin ....... A St. Paul ........... A+
Evanston .... A Travelers ......... A+
GenStar ...... A++ Valiant ..............A-
Hartford ..... A 

years and some applications do not issue 
for six or seven years at which point the 
once-new technology becomes obsolete 
and thus the patent is worthless.

With the PTO grossly underfunded 
and delays in examination and lengthy 
patent litigations in the federal courts, 
Judge Michel told the audience of nearly  
200 at The Union League that the pat-
ent system must be improved. The U.S. 
government must first furnish public 
funding for hiring of patent examiners 
and federal judges for the nearly 100 
vacant spots, providing office space 
and modern computer systems for the 
examiners, and guaranteeing by law that 
any PTO fees will no longer be diverted. 
Specifically, Judge Michel suggested that 
the PTO needs $1 billion, which is basi-
cally equivalent to the $900 million that 
the government has already diverted from 
the PTO. In context, $13 billion has 
been spent on pet projects of members of 
Congress and much more has been spent 
on bailouts on Wall Street, etc.

With regard to the courts, Judge 
Michel said that discovery should be 
narrowed to evidence that will be used 
at trial, more magistrate judges should 
be available for Markman hearings and 

discovery issues, and there could be some 
sort of presumption that losers in litiga-
tion have to pay litigation fees. These 
suggestions would decrease the costs and 
time associated with expensive, lengthy 
patent ligation.

Without investment by the govern-
ment, Judge Michel concluded, private 
investors will not invest in research and 
development. However, investment of 
public funding in the patent system will 
not only promote activity by private 
investors, but will create jobs and raise the 
level of health and the standard of living 
through the United States.

With his parting words, Judge Michel 

reinforced his desire to improve the 
U.S. patent system and to welcome any 
help from interested organizations and 
individuals.

The event was co-sponsored by the 
Philadelphia Bar Association’s Intellectual 
Property Committee and the Philadelphia 
Intellectual Property Law Association.

Sponsors for the program included 
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, LLP; 
Ballard Spahr LLP; Benjamin Franklin 
American Inn of Court; Caesar Rivise 
Bernstein Cohen & Pokotilow, Ltd.; 
Connolly Bove Lodge & Hutz LLP; 
Cozen O’Connor; Dechert LLP; Dil-
worth Paxson; DLA Piper LLP; Drinker 
Biddle & Reath LLP; Duane Morris LLP; 
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC; 
Feldman Gale, P.A.; Fish & Richardson, 
P.C.; Flaster Greenberg P.C.; Fox Roth-
schild LLP; Harding, Earley, Follmer & 

Frailey P.C.; Mannino Law Firm; Morris, 
Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP; Panitch 
Schwarze Belisario & Nadel LLP; Pep-
per Hamilton LLP; Potter Anderson & 
Corroon LLP; RatnerPrestia; Saul Ewing 
LLP; Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis 
LLP; Volpe and Koenig, P.C.; Woodcock 
Washburn LLP; and Young Conaway 
Stargatt & Taylor, LLP.

Kim R. Jessum (kjessum@stradley.com) is of 
counsel to Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, 
LLP.

Judge Michel
continued from page 1

Intellectual Property Committee Co-Chairs Nicole D. Galli (from left) and Michael J. Berkowitz join Alan S. Nadel, Judge 
Paul R. Michel and Chancellor Scott F. Cooper prior to Judge Michel’s June 8 remarks at The Union League.

Podcast
Spotlight

Visit philadelphiabar.org to listen to 
the podcast from this meeting.

This month Philadelphia 
VIP recognizes Amy Tarr and 
PECO/Exelon for her outstand-
ing volunteer assistance to VIP 
clients.  

Tarr, assistant general counsel 
and the East Pro Bono Coordi-
nator at PECO/Exelon, is not 
only a model volunteer in-house 
counsel, but she has also taken 
on the added responsibility of recruiting 
her colleagues at PECO to take the pro 
bono plunge. The LawWorks project at 
Philadelphia VIP, which provides pro 
bono legal services to nonprofits, small 
businesses and homeowners, provides 
occasional legal clinics to microentrepre-
neurs. Tarr has served at several of the 
clinics, assisting new ventures with their 
pressing legal needs so their limited capi-
tal may be used to grow their businesses. 
In addition, she has persuaded many 
other in-house counsel at PECO to join 
us at these clinics.  

Last year, Tarr embraced the idea of 
helping beyond the clinic setting by 

providing representation through 
VIP’s Mortgage Foreclosure Res-
cue Effort, a part of the City of 
Philadelphia’s Residential Mort-
gage Foreclosure Diversion Pro-
gram, which brings lenders and 
borrowers together to attempt a 
negotiated settlement of the fore-
closure. She arranged for PECO 
to host 40 volunteer attorneys at 

VIP’s April mortgage foreclosure training; 
her leadership was crucial to ensuring that 
VIP was able to effectively train these 40 
new volunteers to participate. Four of her 
colleagues participated in that training 
and are headed to court to help hom-
eowners remain in their homes. There 
are many obstacles to serving pro bono 
clients outside the typical private law firm 
structure, but Tarr has overcome them 
and done so with exceptional generosity 
and good humor.  

For her commitment and dedication 
to our clients and fellow volunteers, 
Philadelphia VIP offers its heartfelt ap-
preciation to Amy Tarr.

VIP Honors Tarr for Volunteer Efforts

Amy Tarr
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